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his works showing no apparent influence of other teachers, but on the contrary displaying an originality that may well have led him to instruct himself from his youth up. * Whatever may have been his early training Seki must have progressed very rapidly, for he early acquired a library of the standard Japanese and Chinese works on mathematics, and learned, apparently from the Suan-hsiao Chi-meng* the method of solving the numerical higher equation. And with this progress in learning came a popular appreciation that soon surrounded him with pupils and that gave to him the title of The Arithmetical Sage. ^ In due time he, as a descendent of the samurai class, served in public capacity, his office being that of examiner of accounts to the Lord of Koshu, just as Newton, became master of the mint under Queen Anne. When his lord became heir to the Shogun, Seki became a Shogunate samurai, and in 1704 was given a position of honor as master of ceremonies in the Shogun's household. 4 He died on the 24th day of the loth month in the year 1708, at the age of sixty-six, leaving no descendents of his own blood.-S He was buried in a Buddhist cemetery, the Jorinji, at Ushigome in Yedo (Tokyo), where eighty years later his tomb was rebuilt, as the inscription tell us, by mathematicians of his school.
Several stories are told of Seki, some of which throw interesting sides lights upon his character.6 One of these relates that he one time journeyed from Yedo to Kofu, a city in Koshu, or the Province of Kai, on a mission from his lord. Traveling in a palanquin he amused himself by noting the directions and
* The fact that the long epitaph upon his tomb makes no mention of any teacher points to the same conclusion.
2  In the Okinagiisa of Kamizawa this is given as the Sangaku Gomo, but in an anonymous manuscript entitled the Sanwa Zuihitsu the Chinese classic is specially given on the authority of one Saito in his Burin Inken JRoku.
3  In Japanese, Sansei.    This title was also carved upon his tomb.
4  KAMIZAWA, Okinagusa, Book VIII;  Kuichi Sanjin in the Siigaku Hochi, No. 55; ENDO, Book II, p. 40.
5  His heir  was  Shinshichi,  or ShinshichirO, a nephew.    ENDO, Book II, p. 81.
6  KAMIZAWA, Okinagusa, Book VIII.